Ilfracombe Academy Sixth Form Bursary Fund Statement
At The Ilfracombe Academy Sixth Form we provide 16-19 bursaries for students to ensure that they have access to their studies, where they would otherwise be unable to do so for financial reasons. We are committed to closing the attainment gap between students from disadvantaged and more affluent backgrounds and aim to make success at Level 3 studies a possibility for all students, regardless of background or financial position. Our school value of hope dictates that students should be bound only by merit and diligence.
There are two types of bursary available:
1. Vulnerable groups bursary.
2. Discretionary bursary.
Each bursary is allocated based on students meeting the entry criteria. The government sets out specific criteria for the vulnerable bursary and we adhere exactly to these. Eligibility for the discretionary bursary is determined and decided by the school. The school is responsible for determining the success of a student’s application in both cases.
Our decisions are determined by the following:
· 16-19 bursaries will be distributed via a fair and equal process that is transparent, accountable and easily understood.
· We will ensure that information regarding the application, award and administration of the 16-19 bursary is available to all.
· We will use the bursary to widen access to, and participation in, sixth form education.
· We will ensure that all students who are eligible for funding have access to it.
Eligibility – who is eligible for a bursary?
1. Students who are aged 16 or over and under 19 years old on 31st August of the academic year will qualify for bursaries. Students under 16 will only receive the bursary in exceptional circumstances (the criteria of exceptional will be decided by the school).
2. Students aged 19 or over are NOT eligible for the vulnerable groups bursary, although the school may decide the student is eligible for a discretionary bursary.
3. Where a student’s circumstances change, they can apply more than once. In this case the student’s application will be reassessed and they will have the opportunity of an interview where exceptional circumstances are claimed.
4. Evidence must be provided to support all applications of both kinds of bursary. A failure to provide adequate evidence may result in a bursary not being awarded. A full list of supporting evidence is listed outlined in the 16-19 Bursary Application Form.
Vulnerable group bursaries
To be eligible for a vulnerable group bursary, students must meet one of the following criteria:
a. The student is in care.
b. The student is a care leaver.
c. The student receives Income Support or Universal Credit because they are financially supporting themselves and/or someone who is dependent on them and living with them, such as a child or partner.
d. The student receives Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments in their own right, as well as Employment Support Allowance or Personal Independence Payments in their own right, as well as Employment Support Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit in their own right.
Any student who meets these criteria can apply for a vulnerable bursary of up to £1,200: funding is not automatic and this may be reduced where the school deems it appropriate.
The school is responsible for determining whether a student is eligible for a vulnerable bursary. If a student meets the above criteria but we believe that a bursary is not required as there is no evidence of financial need and do not need further support, we may decide not to distribute a bursary to that student. This may be where:
· A student attends specialist residential provision that covers their education costs in full.
· A distance learning programme results in no financial barrier to participation.
· A student is in LA care and education costs are covered in full by the LA.
· A student is financially supported by their partner or parent/carers.
Students who are not eligible for a vulnerable groups bursary may be eligible for a discretionary bursary.
Discretionary bursary
Discretionary bursaries are allocated to those who are most in need of financial support and where there is clear evidence of need for a student to access 16-19 education at our Sixth Form on an equal level to their peers from more affluent backgrounds. Evidence of need up to the value of £1,200 per student may be claimed where clear and unambiguous details are provided using official documentation such as government generated documents, receipts, bus tickets and similar.
Eligibility criteria for a discretionary bursary may include but are not limited to:
1. Students living in a low-income household banded as follows:
	Level 
	Minimum
	Maximum

	L1
	£0
	£20,000

	L2
	£20,001
	£30,000

	L3
	£30,000
	£38,000


Points to note:
· Students at Level 1 would usually qualify for support.
· Students at Level 2 and with clear contextual need would usually qualify for support.
· Students at Level 3 would need very specific contextual need to qualify for support.
· Each application will be considered on a case-by-case basis with the determining factor being evidence of need.
2. Students whose parents are in receipt of Universal Credit.
3. Students whose parents receive incapacity benefit.
4. Students who have additional responsibilities, such as being a young carer or parent.
5. Students from a one parent family and/or have one or more other dependent siblings in the family.
6. Distance that a student travels to attend our Sixth Form.
Applying for a bursary
Students must complete the application form (available from Mrs Shobbrook in the Sixth Form office (or on our website) and provide the necessary supporting documentation in a timely manner so that support can begin. We know that needs change and arise and there is no cut-off date within the school year.
Roll-over from year to year
There is no longer an automatic roll-over after the 2022-23 academic year. A new application will need to be made for students entering both Y12 and Y13 from September 2023 (unless subsequent guidance is received from the DfE).
Conditions of receiving the bursary
Our Sixth Form standards and values must be met in order to continue receiving support through the bursary. We may withhold support if students breach the following conditions:
· Students must not have an UNAUTHORISED absence of more than 5%
· Students who are absent due to sickness must report in before 9am
· Absence due to sickness of longer than 3 days must be supported by a signed doctor’s note
· Students must abide by the Sixth Form Code of Conduct
Payments will be stopped where:
· There is an absence of more than 4 weeks or there is evidence that they do not intend to return
· Where students take holidays within the school term time
· A student withdraws from a study programme
Paying for the bursary
Funds will be allocated in kind rather than in cash payments where ever possible. Emergency Food Payments will be made in exceptional circumstances where there is clear evidence of need and will not be at regular intervals but rather when required. This will require production of evidence, after the event, specifically, such as receipts. Books or equipment needed for studies that have been paid for can be refunded after proof of receipt.
Bursary funds will not be given to students in lump sums and this is a significant change to the previous bursary scheme.
Evidence of Need
The Sixth Form Team will assess need based on a meeting with each student. Costs considered for evidence of need may include, but are not limited to:
· Travel to Sixth Form e.g. bus passes and travel cards
· Books, textbooks, stationary, subscriptions to periodicals and web platforms to assist with learning
· Educational support including attendance at university open days and interviews where the cost would otherwise preclude the student from such opportunities
· Help towards educational activities including some enrichment activities
· UCAS registration fees and similar
· SD cards for photography students
· Laptop loan deposit waiver
This list is not exhaustive and where students identify a cost to accessing education to the same level as their more affluent peers they should alert the Sixth Form Team.

Transport
a. Bus tickets
Students qualifying for either bursary may be refunded for public bus tickets. The amount to which refunds will be given for discretionary bursaries will depend on which Household Income Level (1-3) student-provided evidence indicates and will be at the discretion of the Head of Sixth Form. Vulnerable group bursary students will be refunded tickets for the full academic year.
b. Vacant seats
Vacant seats on school buses can be applied for through Devon County Council ONLY (not through the school) and are only available for students not living on a direct public transport route.   Applications for a vacant seat must be submitted by the date indicated by Devon County Council on their website and submitted to the transport Co-ordination Service https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/guide/post-16-transport  or telephone 03451551019. Payment can only be made on submission of a receipt. To be considered for help with transport costs applications should be made by 30th September of the academic year.
c. Private vehicle ownership and self-driving students
Given the cost of running a private vehicle (with servicing, MOT, road-tax and insurance) students who wish to drive to school will not be assisted with fuel costs through the bursary fund. The ability to fund a private vehicle for a young person stands at odds with evidence of the sort of financial need that would be a barrier to education.
Appeals process
We strive for ensure that the bursary is dispensed fairly to meet the needs of our students and help them thrive in Level 3 education. If you have not received the bursary that you require, please appeal by contacting Mrs Shobbrook (cshobbrook@ilfracombeacademy.org.uk ) or Mr Beesly (nbeesly@ilfracombeacademy.org.uk).
Further information
More information on the use and allocation of 16-19 bursaries can be found at https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund. 
Provenance
This document has been written by N Beesly in September 2022. It is based on the published guidance for 16-19 providers as detailed above.

